Free  Flowing Fun – and runs -  at Fabulous Frinton 

For the uninitiated cricket can be a confusing and sometimes a  distressful and disturbing game. 

“Jenkinson is bowling with two short legs,” exclaimed the commentator. 

“Oh dear, ” proclaimed great Aunt Agatha, “I hope the poor lad  was not the victim of some terrible accident.”

“Robinson now has a backward point and a third man. ” 

“It’s really encouraging to learn that the game is so sympathetic towards the intellectually challenged and is so heavily involved in espionage. ” opined grand-dad. 

“The  Old Wilsonian score is now 69 for 2,  but they were dealt a severe blow when Blenkinsop was caught flashing outside the off-stump” 

“ Disgusting and disgraceful”, shouted Aunt Maud, “and I sincerely hope he gets a long and unpleasant prison sentence  as a consequence. Old Wilsonians are such a pleasant, progressive, family friendly Club, and that is certainly not the sort of example they should be showing their flourishing colts section.” 

On August 4th an OW Xl travelled to Frinton to play in their cricket week and for some – well me – Frinton is synonymous with Radio Caroline, the pirate radio station that ruled the waves between 1964  and 1967and whose ship, the Mi Amigo,  was moored off the coast of Frinton and which encouraged something called ‘Frinton Flashing.’ 

The instigator of this, on the face of it,  and as Aunt Maud proclaimed “disgusting” activity – but please read on – was Johnnie Walker, one of the disc jockeys on the boat, who once declared:
“I will never wok for the BBC”
(Have just received the latest edition of ‘The Radio Times’ and turning to the listings for Radio Two on Sunday August 8th  afternoon I read: ‘3-00 Sounds of the 70s with Johnnie Walker’ )

The aforesaid Mr Walker used to encourage drivers to park on the coast of Frinton where he would then pick out a car at random and conduct a conversation for the selected one and ask them a series of questions with simple “Yes” or “No”  answers – one flash for ‘Yes ‘and two for ‘No.’

He also initiated ‘Kiss in the Car licences, ’ whereby you could be issued with a licence which entitled you to well, kiss in a car, provided you passed the relevant test,  which involved kissing for the duration of a record of his choosing. 

The pirates were eventually banned by the Labour government of the time after the passing of the Marine Offences Act of 1967,  Tony Benn, the Postmaster General, being the man who signed the relevant document,   and ‘Johnnie’ encouraged his listeners to vote Conservative in an effort to stop the Bill being passed. 

I wrote him a long letter at the time explaining that, much as I loved  the Pirates, electing a Conservative government was not a good idea – he never replied.

That wonderful couple, Linda and Derek Seston, had kindly agreed to give me a lift to Frinton and agreed to pick me up at Hayes station, with the train I had decided to take due to arrive there at 8-42 

However, a broken down train at Lewisham caused it to be cancelled and when the next one was delayed by ten minutes, there was soon a broken down scorer at Lower Sydenham. 

However, the patience of Linda and Derek was exemplary, and we left Hayes just after 9-00, convinced that the game “would not start on time”, but when we arrived Frinton were 30 for 1 after six overs! 

Bob ‘The Cat’ Bevan, who is a Life member at Frinton,  had been somewhat patronising during the run-up to the game with regard to the strength of the OW side  with comments like “Frinton will be far too good for you but we will pick a side accordingly, ” arrived soon afterwards and  when their  former Essex County player was dispatching boundaries to all parts of the ground he proclaimed,  “This is getting embarrassing.”

However, when the latter hit five sixes from the first five balls of a Dan Simpson  over,   and then a single from the sixth,  he sportingly retired himself with the score on 175 for 4 and,  with 26 overs remaining,  the home side looked in a pretty healthy position, and although the OWs then took the last six wickets for 104,  the prospect of scoring 280 for victory was an imposing one. 

Russell Everson, the Frinton Fixtures secretary and scorer,  had liaised with both Laurence Allen, our fixtures secretary  and  ‘Mitch’ to get the game played in the first place and our skipper had thoughtfully  given Russ a run-down of the strengths and weaknesses of our side – and see more later- and ended his email with the following:  
“So we will be competitive on the pitch  , and your bar will need to be well stocked for after the game ! “

Josh Holland and Dave Ellicott-White began our reply and I refer you to Mitch’s description of both, namely ‘3s all rounder’ and ‘1s bowler’ respectively 

Dave, in fact, did not bowl and when he was the first wicket to fall he demonstrated perfectly that he is a natural No.11 as a batsman, and when Josh was bowled soon after we were 14 for 2 and to demonstrate his ‘all rounder’ qualities Josh had earlier taken two smart catches and bowled two overs, albeit not quite so smart as they had gone for 29 runs and included nine wides 

Dan Seston – ‘1s/2s bat’  was now joined by Sean Beckett  ‘1s/2s bowler’ who had showed his talents with the ball by taking 2 for 30 in six overs and he and Dan took the score to 88 for 3 when the latter was bowled for 26 – enter Matt Golding.  ‘Devon Minor County all rounder’, who bowled five overs for 17 runs – no wickets nor catches, though,  and he and Sean took the score to 121 for 3 at tea 

And it was after tea that the fireworks really started as Sean and Matt progressed  to 217 before Matt was the second player to retire graciously for 79 but, significantly, with 27 overs remaining in which to score 63 runs 

Enter the skipper, Michael Mitchell ‘1st Xl skipper all rounder’, although damaged ribs had prevented him from bowling,  and he and Sean took the total to 240 before Sean’s splendid innings came to an end on 93;  nobody would have denied him an extra seven runs 
Enter Steve ‘The Future/The Chef’ Lawrence, a late replacement for Nick Morley  ‘2s skipper, batter’ and someone who had not played for three years to concentrate on his illustrious skills in the kitchen 

It is difficult to guess how ‘Mitch’ would have described him – something along the lines of ‘3s all-rounder’ perhaps. He had certainly bowled, although his figures were not that impressive, 9-0-70-1, so perhaps he could do better with the bat

He had only been at the wicket for two runs when he saw his skipper comprehensively stumped for 15 and Dan Simposn ‘2s all rounder’ joined ‘The Future’ – could they get us over the line? 

As an ‘all rounder’ Dan had also bowled, his figures being even worse than those of his batting partner -  8.5-0-84-1 – although he had bowled the over from which Mike Cumber hit five successive 6s and, no, Dan, you cannot claim his wicket upon his retirement,  and our seventh wicket pair did indeed get us over the line with 19 overs and four wickets to spare 

Syd Sherlock  ‘1s keeper/bat’
was not required to bat but kept well and held a catch and executed a stumping. 

Josh Lawrence ‘1s all-rounder’ did not bat either, but bowled five overs for 14 runs. He also held a catch, but it does not really count as if it was off his own bowling! 

Neither did Tom Sullivan ‘2s/3s bowler’ – bat that is – but he was by far and away our most successful bowler of the day, taking 4 for 31 from ten overs 

So 559 runs had been scored from 466 balls, including 25 sixes  and  64 fours,  in a  game that had been played in the most sporting of spirits in front of a large crowd; what more can you ask for from a game in cricket week? 

A repeat performance next year or perhaps Frinton would like to be one of the visitors to our cricket week next year? 

Sincere thanks to Laurence Allen,  ‘Mitch’ and Tom Sullivan  from the OW perspective for all of  the hard  work they undertook to ensure that the game took place,  and to Russell Everson and ‘The Cat’ from Frinton’s  perspective, with ‘The Cat’, who had changed his allegiance throughout the day depending on the state of the game, eventually deciding  he is, in fact, an Old Wilsonian 

And it seems that Mitch’s words:  
“So we will be competitive on the pitch  , and your bar will need to be well stocked for after the game !” were prophetic, particularly the latter part! 

To return to  the Pirates,  I much preferred Radio London,  who had on board,  amongst others,  Kenny Everett and John Peel,  whose ‘Perfumed Garden’ show,  which was broadcast from midnight  until 6-00 a.m, was essential listening,  although it sometimes made you late for work and you fell asleep when you got there 

The station also inspired the magnificent 1967 album ‘The Who Sell Out’ which takes the format  of a commercial  radio station and includes original songs which are effectively advertisements – e,g, ‘Medac’ and ‘Odorono’ - and authentic Radio London jingles, whilst the track ‘Rael’ is almost certainly an embryonic ‘Tommy.’  

